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Travellers hope for a rethink on evictions 
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TRAVELLERS fighting to stay in Grays Hill hope planned Government changes to baitiff regulations could force Basildon Council 
to rethink its bid to evict them. 

Travellers from Dale Farm sent a complaints dossier about bailiff firm Constant & Co to the Ministry of Justice 
The company has been used by the council for three evictions at Hovefields camp, Wickford 

The travellers received a reply stating that new regulations for private enforcement agencies, including bailiffs, are being 
prepared and believe the council would need to do a full risk assessment before evicting them. 

Dale Farm campaigner Grattan Puxon said: “Justice minister Jack Straw is to introduce regulation to the private enforcement 
industry. It will include an effective complaints procedure 

'According to the ministry, regulation will mean a tightening up where risk assessment and health and safety rules are concerned 
“It is expected to have a positive impact on minority groups and protect the vulnerable.” 

The complaint said property was damaged by bailiffs during enforcement action at Hovefields, an allegation denied by Constant 
&Co, 

Mr Puxon said the planned changes would mean, in the event of further evictions, the council would have to draw up a full risk 
assessment. 

This would have to be shown to both the travellers and Essex Fire Service, which has tried to set up eviction safety meetings 
between the council and travellers. 

Council leader Malcolm Buck-ley said changes were unlikely to be introduced before the authority was able to evict. 

He said: “Even if they were, the eviction would still go ahead, taking them into account This is a council that abides by the law, 
unlike those who continue to occupy green belt unlawfully. We would gladly avoid enforcement action if the sites were vacated " 
Mr Buckley said risk assessments would be carried out, but travellers could not see them, as it could jeopardise the operation. 
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